
Unit:  

Grade Level: 11 
Unit Name: The US Constitution 
Pacing 4 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.GV.3.CC.B 
Explain how concerns over a strong central 
government were addressed to provide for 
ratification of the Constitution.       
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.D 
Describe and give examples of how the 
constitutional principle of checks and 
balances limits the powers of government 
and leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.E 
Explain how the Bill of Rights and 
subsequent amendments limit the power of 
government, protect individual liberty, and 
provide for equality under the law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.A 

Learning Targets: 
 

⮚ I can explain how the addition of the Bill of 
Rights was necessary for the ratification of 
the Constitution. 

⮚ I can explain the views of Federalists and 
Anti Federalists. 
 

⮚ I can explain how the principle of checks 
and balances affects how the branches 
function and interact. 

⮚ I can give examples of how the legislative 
branch checks the other 2 branches. 

⮚ I can give examples of how the executive 
branch checks the other 2 branches. 

⮚ I can give examples of how the judicial 
branch checks the other 2 branches. 

⮚ I can describe how checks and balances 
places limits on our government. 

 
⮚ I can explain how the Bill of Rights protects 

individual freedoms. 

⮚ I can identify amendments that expand 
suffrage. 

⮚ I can identify the amendments that limits 
government. 

⮚ I can identify the amendments that protect 
the individual. 

⮚ I can identify the amendments that deal 
with equality. 

 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.GV.2.CC.C 
Evaluate the extent to which decisions 
made in the Constitutional Convention 
were influenced by previous models of 
government and experiences under British 
rule.    
 
9-12.GV.3.CC.A 
Explain how the central debates of the 
Constitutional Convention were resolved.   
 
9-12.GV.3.CC.D   
Analyze the changing relationship between 
state and federal governmental powers.   
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.B 
Analyze the Articles of Confederation and 
the Constitution to determine their success 
in implementing the ideals of the 
Declaration of Independence.         
 
9-12.GV.3.EC.B 
Analyze the changing roles of government 
in the economy throughout United States 
history.   
  
9-12.GV.1.CC.A 
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of events related 
to a study of government.     
 



Apply the concepts of due process of law, 
popular sovereignty, rule of law, 
representation, and federalism to explain 
the purpose and legacy of the Constitution.    
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.C 
Develop a research plan, identify 
appropriate resources for investigating 
social studies topics, and create and 
present a research product which applies 
an aspect of government to a 
contemporary issue.     
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.E 
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific issue tied to government as well 
as the challenges and opportunities faced 
by those trying to address the problem.     
 
9-12.GV.1.G.A 
Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
about government. 
 

 
⮚ I can define Constitutional principles. 

⮚ I can apply the principles of the 
Constitution to explain the purpose and 
legacy of the Constitution. 

⮚ I can identify a Constitutional principle in 
various passages. 

⮚ I can identify Constitutional principles in 
various amendments. 

 
⮚ I can develop a research plan. 

⮚ I can present my research product. 

⮚ I can identify appropriate and reliable 
resources. 

⮚ I can create a research product using 
resources. 

 
 

⮚ I can analyze the causes and effects of 
(specific issue). 

⮚ I can analyze the challenges and 
opportunities of addressing government 
issues. 

 
 

⮚ I can create (graphic representation) of 
information about government. 

⮚ I can use (maps) to explain patterns and 
trends of government 

9-12.GV.1.CC.B 
Explain connections between historical 
context and peoples’ perspectives about 
government at the time. 
 
9-12.GV.1.PC.A 
Using a government lens, describe how 
peoples’ perspectives shaped the 
sources/artifacts they created.  
 
 
 

 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
The US Constitution is a living 
document created through careful 
consideration and compromise. 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How were concerns over a strong central 
government addressed to provide for 
ratification of the Constitution? 
 

Vocabulary: 
 
popular sovereignty 
limited government  
rule of law 
separation of powers 
checks and balances 



The US Constitution created a 
federal system of government that 
divides power among the national 
government and the states and 
provides a system of checks and 
balances. 
 
 

What are the essential guiding principles of 
the US Constitution? 
 
How does the US Constitution structure 
power and divide power between the state 
and national governments? 
 
How does the principle of checks and 
balances work to limit the power of the 
government? 
 
How do the Bill of Rights and other 
amendments protect individual liberties? 

 

veto 
judicial review 
unconstitutional 
federalism 
supremacy clause 
Amendment 
Federalist Papers 
Brutus 1 
Anti Federalist papers 
bicameral 
Magna Carta 
Enlightenment 
Mayflower Compact  
Articles of Confederation  
Stamp Act  
Shay's Rebellion  
Virginia Plan  
New Jersey Plan  
Great Compromise  
3/5 Compromise  
Federalists  
Anti-Federalists  
Bill of Rights  
ratify 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


